Why Does Certification Mark Validity Need to be
Checked?

Executive Summary

Certification marks are critical in ensuring the safety, quality, and regulatory compliance of
manufacturing components. This whitepaper explores the importance of checking the validity of
certification marks, the consequences of invalid certifications, and best practices for verifying
authenticity. It also highlights the role of certification in maintaining supply chain transparency and
operational efficiency.

Introduction

Certification marks serve as a stamp of authenticity, indicating that the critical components in your
manufacturing processes are safe for individuals and the environment, meet optimum quality
standards, and comply with evolving regulatory changes. Certification marks such as CB, VDE, UL,
FCC, and CE ensure that products conform to the essential safety and regulatory requirements under
their directives.

Importance of Certification Mark Validity

These critical components form the backbone of a complex manufacturing process. Even a slight
degradation in their quality and function can have a lasting impact on the supply chain. It's
imperative to continually check the validity of the certification mark throughout the critical
components’ lifecycle.
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Reasons for Certification Mark Invalidity

1. Expiry of Certification: Some certifications, including UL, have an expiry date from the date
of issue. For instance, the UL mark has a validity of three years.

2. Changes in ESG Factors: Environmental, social, and governance factors sometimes
necessitate updating guidelines for regulations and compliance.

3. Lapsed or Withdrawn Certifications: Certification conditions can lapse or be withdrawn, as
in the case of VDE certification marks.

4. Non-Conformance: When components fail to conform to the initial certification, such as in
the CB certificate.

5. Quality and Performance Standards: Failing to meet quality and performance standards or
non-conformance in audits multiple times can invalidate a certification.

6. Updates in DoC: Certifications like the CE mark require the EU Declaration of Conformity
(DoC). This declaration must be updated in case of any change in the DoC elements.



Why is Certification Mark Validity So Crucial?

1. Evolving Regulatory Compliances: Regulatory and compliance bodies update their directives
based on current environmental, social, or governance policies. Non-compliance can lead to
legal liabilities or considerable penalties for suppliers or manufacturers.

2. Hazards of Component Failure: For highly regulated industries like healthcare, biotech,
pharma, and aerospace, it's imperative that critical components are continuously monitored
and assessed for safety. Regularly assessing and updating components' validity helps mitigate
risks of component failure.

3. Upholding Quality Benchmark: A valid certification mark in all critical components and
constant adherence to regulatory compliance sets a clear industry benchmark for standard
quality. Consistently adhering to safety or quality standards helps build consumer trust,
essential for positive brand equity in the long term.

4. Supply Chain Transparency: Valid certification marks in crucial components help businesses
identify, monitor, and disclose accountabilities associated with suppliers, manufacturers, and
all parties involved upstream in the supply chain. This promotes transparency, ethical
standards, and reduces the risk of counterfeit components.

5. Ensure Supply Chain Resiliency: Critical components undergo rigorous safety and testing
procedures before being certified as safe to use. Valid components must withstand
demanding manufacturing situations, and staying updated with evolving standards helps
ensure their functionality and dependability.

6. Optimum Operational Efficiency: Well-functioning components and clear visibility of
upstream suppliers lead to increased operational efficiency. Vigilance in mitigating risks
associated with non-compliance and safety standards helps businesses save costs over time.

7. Ensuring Product Authenticity: Fake or counterfeit products can cost the industry heavily.
Checking the validity of certification marks and regularly updating compliance helps
immunize businesses against such adverse situations.

Case Studies and Examples

Example 1: Healthcare Industry

In the healthcare industry, medical devices must comply with stringent regulatory standards. A
company faces significant setbacks when a critical component in their medical devices fails due to an
expired certification. This leads to product recalls, legal penalties, and a loss of consumer trust. To
prevent such issues, it is essential to regularly verify certification mark validity to ensure that medical
devices remain safe and effective.

Example 2: Power Supply Units (PSU)

Electronics and electrical devices like Power Supply Units (PSU) require an Underwriters Laboratories
(UL) certification, which is valid for three years. A company fails to renew UL certification for their
PSU, resulting in legal penalties due to non-compliance and expired certificates. Additionally, the
expired PSU can lead to short circuits and fires, endangering lives and properties, and causing
irreparable damage. Regularly checking and renewing certifications is crucial.



Example 3: Electronics Manufacturing

An electronics manufacturer encounters issues when a batch of their products is found to have
counterfeit components due to invalid certification marks. This leads to supply chain disruptions,
financial losses, and a tarnished brand image. By maintaining valid certification marks and regularly
auditing suppliers, companies can prevent the use of counterfeit or non-compliant components.

How to Verify the Authenticity of Marks

1.

Analyze Supplier Documentation: Carefully inspect logos or seals on shipments, packaging,
components, and spec sheets. Ask suppliers for certification bodies' contact details and
compliance paperwork if in doubt.

Self-Check in Certification Bodies’ Online Tools: Many certifying bodies, including VDE, have
databases or verification tools to help businesses confirm whether their certification marks
are authentic or falsified.

Direct Contact: Reach out to the certifying body directly if marks cannot be verified through
online tools or databases. The certifying body can testify to the product's authenticity.

Check Accreditation: Confirm if the issuing organization is accredited by a recognized
accreditation body. This ensures the issuing body meets all compliance criteria and is
genuinely authorized.

Future Trends and Predictions

With increasing emphasis on sustainability and ethical practices, regulatory bodies are expected to
introduce more stringent certification requirements. Companies must stay ahead by continuously
updating their compliance strategies and investing in advanced certification management solutions.



Recent Regulatory Changes Impacting Certification Validity
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Verifying Certification Mark Validation is an Ongoing Process

Exercising vigilance and tracking supply chain developments, inspecting details, and validating marks
is a continuous process. This step is essential to ensure components remain compliant over time and
to prevent counterfeit products in the supply chain. Ensuring critical components are authentic and
valid is a prerequisite for a disruption-free supply chain.

How iLenSys Can Help?

At iLenSys, we understand the resources and effort required for this mission-critical step. Our
advanced solutions in regulatory and product safety, environmental compliance, and BOM risk
management help businesses ensure the validity of certification marks, maintain compliance, uphold

quality standards, and prevent the use of counterfeit or non-compliant components in their supply
chains.

Contact Us

Contact Us to Learn How Our Solutions and Services Can Transform Your Supply Chain Landscape.



